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SHS Program Overview

Any public school district 
or Board of Cooperative 

Educational Services 
(BOCES) with students in 

kindergarten through 
twelfth grade may 

participate

Medicaid 
reimbursement 

received for health 
services already being 

provided 

Reimbursement goes to 
school district or BOCES 

to be used on health 
needs

Jointly administered 
with Colorado 
Department of 

Education (CDE)



SHS Program Overview
Services Provided
Must be listed on an 
Individualized 
Education Program 
(IEP) or other medical 
plan of care

Physician 
Services

Specialized 
Transportation

Personal 
Care

Occupational 
Therapy

Physical 
Therapy

Nursing
Speech 

and 
Hearing

Mental/
Behavioral 

Health



SHS Program Overview
Cost Based Reimbursement

Staff Pool List (SPL), 
Calendar and Shift 

Updates 

Random Moment 
Time Study (RMTS)

Quarterly and Annual 
Financial Reporting

Logging and Billing 
Services; Receiving 
Interim Payments 

Cost Settlement

Program 
Components



A statewide map and more detailed information can be found by viewing this 
comparison document

School Health 
Services (SHS) 

Program

School Based Health 
Clinics (SBHCs)

Services that are medically necessary for 
the student to receive an education

Services that the student would receive 
at a doctor’s office or clinic

Funded by certified public expenditures 
(CPEs) with federal matching dollars

Funded by grants, donations, Medicaid, 
CHP+, and private insurance

Health services listed on the student’s 
IEP or other medical plan of care

Do not provide services listed on an IEP

Program administered by HCPF and 
CDE

Follows standards set forth by Colorado 
Department of Public Health & 
Environment (CDPHE)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y18IA9Mc84bbe3FM4eCcYbb6ftI9e7d7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y18IA9Mc84bbe3FM4eCcYbb6ftI9e7d7/view?usp=drive_link


Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Can a Private Duty Nurse bill Medicaid for services 
provided in a school setting?
A:  After receiving authorization by the school district, health 
service providers may bill Medicaid directly for services 
provided in a school setting.  Other important requirements of 
this type of arrangement are outlined in this letter.

Q:  Are telehealth services billable through the SHS program?
A:  Yes, in fact they are a valuable method of delivery for rural 
school districts.

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/sites/hcpf/files/outside%20provider%20update.pdf


Frequently Asked Questions 

Q:  Do all school districts participate in the program?
A:  No, however school districts who do participate include 87% 
of the student population.  Districts/BOCES who would like to 
participate should email 
HCPF_SchoolHealthServices@state.co.us or visit the SHS 
program website for more information.

Q:  Can a private school participate in the SHS program?
A:  No, only public schools may participate.

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/school-health-services
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/school-health-services


Frequently Asked Questions 
Q:  Can charter schools participate in the SHS program?
A:  Charter schools are public schools and may participate 
under their public school contract or through the Charter 
School Institute.

Q:  Can participating school districts be reimbursed for 
outreach and enrollment activities?
A:  Yes, this is part of quarterly Medicaid Administrative 
Claiming cost reporting.
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