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Friday, January 12, 2024

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Location: Online Only

All Hospital Zoom Meeting: Dial Toll-free 1-877-853-5257 / Meeting ID: 870 4490 0719 / 

Passcode: 245046

Topic Suggestions, due by close of business two weeks prior to the meeting. Send 

suggestions to Tyler.Samora@state.co.us.

https://zoom.us/j/98729465513?pwd=SFkrMStIVGRhaU5TN3lzYkpFcWRkZz09
mailto:Tyler.Samora@state.co.us
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Welcome & Introductions

➢ Thank you for participating today!

➢ We are counting on your participation to 

make these meetings successful
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➢ We will be recording this meeting.

➢ Please speak clearly when asking a question and give your 

name and hospital

➢ A recording of this meeting will be posted to the Hospital 

Engagement Meeting website for later viewing.

➢ Hospital Generated Topics: Please contact Tyler Samora at 

Tyler.Samora@state.co.us with requests to cover questions or 

topics in future hospital engagement meetings. Topics 

requested fewer than 2 weeks before the next meeting may 

need to be pushed to future meetings depending on 

availability of personnel with knowledge of those topics.

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hcpf/hospital-stakeholder-engagement-meetings
mailto:Tyler.Samora@state.co.us
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Dates and Times for 2024

General Hospital Stakeholder Engagement Meetings

Dates of Meetings Meeting Time

January 12, 2024 1:00pm-3:00pm

March 1, 2024 9:00am-11:00am

May 3, 2024 9:00am-11:00am

July 12, 2024 1:00pm-3:00pm

September 6, 2024 9:00am-11:00am

November 1, 2024 9:00am-11:00am

The agenda for upcoming meetings will 

be available on our external website on 

a Monday the week of the meeting. 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hcp

f/hospital-engagement-meetings

Please note the offset 

dates and times to work 

around holidays AND 

Medical Services Board

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/hcpf/hospital-engagement-meetings
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AGENDA

January 2024 Hospital Stakeholder

Engagement Meeting Topics - mm:ss

FY 23-24 Inpatient Hospital Base Rates Update – 3:47

APR-DRG Version 40 Regulatory Changes – 6:19

EAPG Module Update – 12:11

DME Billing Guidance – 12:49

Dx Code Z0384 – 13:30

Regulatory Updates – 15:00



FY 23-24 Inpatient Base Rates

➢As mentioned in the October, November & December meetings, CMS 

notified the Department that it has extended the review of the Inpatient 

FY23-24 Rates by issuing a Request for Additional Information (RAI).  This 

can extend the review for up to an additional 90-days with each 

response.  As it is, the Department is estimating approval to be granted 

hopefully by end of first quarter 2024.  

➢ The Department initially sent Transmittal CO-23-0003 to Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services (CMS) for rate approval on August 1, 2023. We will keep all 

hospitals up to date on when the rates are approved, and when we will be re-

pricing all claims with last service date of 7/1/2023 and forward.

➢ When approved, hospitals can download the CMS approval letter and get the 

date when the transmittal is approved by going to the CMS website and 

search by the transmittal CO-23-0003. 

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/medicaid-state-plan-

amendments/index.html
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https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/medicaid-state-plan-amendments/index.html


➢The Department detailed the specific changes we’ve seen in the move to 

APR-DRG Version 40 from Version 33.  

➢Policy adjustments and changes in payment by Major Diagnostic 

Categories were reviewed.  

➢If you were unable to make the meeting, PLEASE review the recorded 

webinar and posted PowerPoint presentation.  All past hospital 

engagement meeting materials can be found here:  

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/hospital-stakeholder-engagement-meetings

➢The Department would like to receive specific feedback by end of day 

February 15, 2024.
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December 15, 2023 Hospital Stakeholder 

Engagement Meeting

https://hcpf.colorado.gov/hospital-stakeholder-engagement-meetings
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Version 40 Rule Changes Overview
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Version 40 Rule Changes Overview cont’d
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Version 40 Rule Changes Page 4

Changes are limited to subsections where Diagnostic Related Groups (DRGs) are 

mentioned. As mentioned, there are also several grammatical changes in other 

subsections that were made that make no change to meaning.

➢ 8.300.1.W. Relative Weight (DRG weight or EAPG weight) means a numerical value which reflects the 

relative resource consumption for the DRG or EAPG to which it is assigned. Modifications to these 

Relative Weights are made when needed to ensure payments reasonably reflect the average cost for 

each DRG or EAPG. Relative Weights are intended to be cost effective and based upon Colorado national

data as available.

➢ 8.300.1.BB. Trim Point Day (Outlier Threshold Day) means the day during an inpatient stay after which 

Outlier Days are counted. The Trim Point Day occurs 2.58 standard deviations above the average length 

of stay for each DRG. Beginning July 1, 2020, the Trim Point Day for delivery and neonate DRGs is equal 

to the Trim Point Day as calculated in the applicable Hospital-Specific Relative Value National File for 

Delivery and Neonate DRGs. Beginning July 1, 2024, the Trim Point Day for all DRGs is equal to the Trim 

Point Day as calculated in the applicable 3M© Hospital-Specific Relative Value (HSRV) National Weight 

File.

➢ As a reminder, the trim point day for the 3M© HSRV weight tables has always been 2% and is 

expected to remain that way.
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Timeline for Regulatory Changes

10 CCR 2505-10 8.300 Rule Changes

➢Suggestions from hospital stakeholders on Rule changes due by end of day 

2/15/2024 to Diana.Lambe@state.co.us

3/1/2024

Rule 

documents due 

to Medical 

Services Board 

(MSB) 

Coordinator

4/12/2024

MSB Initial 

Approval 

Date

5/10/2024

MSB Final 

Adoption 

Date

Buttons have a link to the MSB Website.

7/1/2024

Version 40 

Rule Changes 

Effective Date

mailto:Diana.Lambe@state.co.us?subject=Version%2040%20Update%20Rule%20Change%20Suggestions
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/medical-services-board
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/medical-services-board
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Version 40 State Plan Changes

➢We will present the Version 40 State Plan changes in March since we have 

more time for that change and there are more specific references to the 

APR-DRGs that will need to be updated.

➢There is a possibility we may have public noticing on the Version 40 State 

Plan changes between now and the next meeting in March 2024.  

➢The public notice is just that – a notice that we plan to make changes to the 

State Plan in reference to the Version 40 APR-DRG update.  All hospital 

stakeholders will be able to comment on the proposed changes prior to 

submission.
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EAPG Module Update

➢ 3M released General Availability Version 2024.0.0 on December 28, 

2023

➢ Installed within interChange the week of 1/1/2024

➢ Applies quarterly CPT/HCPCS updates



DME Billing Guidance

• IP/OP billing manual recently updated

• Added clarifying language to Outpatient Hospital Unbundled Durable 

Medical Equipment (DME) Billing section

➢ "A CMS 1500 should be used to bill DME only when the procedure code is 

listed on the Department's Appendix G: Outpatient Hospital Unbundled 

Durable Medical Equipment Codes. Otherwise, payment for DME is assumed 

to be a part of EAPG, and the procedure code should go on a UB-04."

• Guidance on when to bill on CMS 1500 vs when to bill on UB-04
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https://hcpf.colorado.gov/ipop-billing-manual
https://hcpf.colorado.gov/ipop-billing-manual#opunbun


Dx Code Z0384

• Diagnosis code Z0384 incorrectly assigned to EAPG 857

• Correct EAPG assignment was to EAPG 867

➢ Fixed as of January 3, 2024

• Ensure grouper has been updated to the most recent version
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Regulatory updates

• Inpatient Base Rate Reform SPA 23-0003

➢ Awaiting CMS' Approval

• Inpatient Specialty Drug Carveout 23-0042

➢ Submitted to CMS January 2, 2024

▪ 90-day clock for CMS response set to expire April 1, 2024

▪ Payments to continue within APR-DRG methodology until SPA approval – retroactive 

claims adjustments to follow

➢ Related Emergency Rule approved by Medical Services Board, to be made 

permanent to ensure no gaps in effective rule

➢ Collaborating with Gainwell Technologies on System Change Request with 

intent to simplify billing payment process

➢ Interim billing guidance assessed
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Regulatory updates

• Outpatient Specialty Drug Carveout 23-0043

➢ Submitted to CMS January 2, 2024

▪ 90-day clock for CMS response set to expire April 1, 2024

▪ Payments to continue at 90% of Invoiced Cost Until Approval

➢ Related Emergency Rule approved by Medical Services Board, to be made 

permanent to ensure no gaps in effective rule

• Naloxone Carveout Adjustment

➢ Emergency Rule (and later, permanent rule) to be presented which aligns 

rule language with HB 22-1326 (allowing Naloxone to be provided 

to relative, friend, or other person in a position to assist the Medicaid 

recipient)

➢ Billing Manual to be updated with related guidance
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Questions, Comments, & Solutions
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Thank You!

Kevin Martin

Fee for Service Rates Division Director

Kevin.Martin@state.co.us

Andrew Abalos

Facility Rates Section Manager

Andrew.Abalos@state.co.us

Diana Lambe

Inpatient Hospital Rates Analyst

Diana.Lambe@state.co.us

Tyler Samora

Outpatient Hospital Rates Analyst

Tyler.Samora@state.co.us

Della Phan

Specialty Hospital Rates Analyst

Della.Phan@state.co.us

Raine Henry

Hospital and Specialty Care Section Manager

Raine.Henry@state.co.us

Chris Lane

Specialty Care and Facilities Unit Manager

Christopher.Lane@state.co.us

Diva Wood

Hospital Policy Specialist

Diva.Wood@state.co.us

Jessica Short

Hospital Policy Specialist

Jessica.Short@state.co.us

Gabriel Hottinger

Hospital Rate Analyst

Gabriel.Hottinger@state.co.us

mailto:Kevin.Martin@state.co.us
mailto:Andrew.Abalos@state.co.us
mailto:Diana.Lambe@state.co.us
mailto:Tyler.Samora@state.co.us
mailto:della.phan@state.co.us
mailto:Raine.Henry@state.co.us
mailto:Christopher.Lane@state.co.us
mailto:Diva.Wood@state.co.us
mailto:Jessica.Short@state.co.us
mailto:Gabriel.Hottinger@state.co.us

