
 

 

TO: NURSING FACILITY STAKEHOLDERS 
FROM: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE POLICY AND FINANCING 
DATE: 2/19/2020 
RE: Adjacent Local Government Definition 

The purpose of this memo is to describe the methodology for determining whether a skilled 
nursing facility (SNF) is adjacent to a local government required to increase its minimum wage 
above the statewide minimum wage as stated in HB 19-1210. A local government means any 
city, home rule city, town, territorial charter city, city and county, county, or home rule county. 
If a SNF is determined to be adjacent it will be eligible to apply for the Minimum Wage 
Supplemental Payment. 

If a local government is required to increase its minimum wage above the statewide minimum 
wage, an adjacent SNF will be defined as any SNF that is within 15 miles by driving 
distance of a SNF that resides in a local government required to increase its 
minimum wage. This definition will allow those facilities that do not reside in the local 
government itself to apply for the Minimum Wage Supplemental Payment so long as the 
wages of the facility are increased in line with that of the local government’s minimum wage. 
In the event a SNF is adjacent to more than one local government impacted by HB 19-1210, 
the higher minimum wage will be used as the maximum allowable wage to calculate the 
Minimum Wage Supplemental Payment. 

A scenario could exist where a local government within a metropolitan statistical area (MSA) 
increases its minimum wage, thereby forcing a SNF outside the MSA to raise the minimum 
wage it pays to its employees. The driving distance definition is designed to include facilities 
outside the jurisdiction of the local government that increases its minimum wage as eligible for 
the Minimum Wage Supplemental Payment. 

The following figures display four large cities in Colorado and the facilities that would be 
eligible for the Minimum Wage Supplemental Payment if each city enacted a higher minimum 
wage. A blue facility is in the local government and eligible. An orange facility is adjacent to 
the local government and eligible. A grey facility is not eligible. Smaller circles are non-
Medicaid facilities and also not eligible, but still included in the adjacent determination. See the 
link below for an interactive dashboard. 

https://public.tableau.com/views/IsMySNFEligiblefortheMinimumWageSupplementalPayment/D
ashboard?:display_count=y&publish=yes&:origin=viz_share_link 

 

https://public.tableau.com/views/IsMySNFEligiblefortheMinimumWageSupplementalPayment/Dashboard?:display_count=y&publish=yes&:origin=viz_share_link
https://public.tableau.com/views/IsMySNFEligiblefortheMinimumWageSupplementalPayment/Dashboard?:display_count=y&publish=yes&:origin=viz_share_link


 

 

 
Figure 1. The City and County of Denver 

  



 

 

 
Figure 2. The City of Boulder 

 

  



 

 

 
Figure 3. The City of Fort Collins 

 

  



 

 

 
Figure 4. The City of Greeley 

 

 




